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MOST CANADIAN HOME-HEATING SYSTEMS ARE DEPENDENT UPON ELECTRIC POWER TO~ 
OPERATE BURNER, FORCED AIR CIRCULATION AND THERMOSTAT CONTROLS. POWER SUPPLY \ \—~ 
INTERRUPTIONS CAN LAST FROM A FEW HOURS TO SEVERAL DAYS. AN EXTENDED POWER — 2—~ 
FAILURE DURING WINTER MONTHS AND THE SUBSEQUENT LOSS OF HEATING CAN RESULT 

IN COLD, DAMP HOMES, VERY SEVERE LIVING CONDITIONS, AND DAMAGE TO WALLS, FLOORS 


AND PLUMBING. 


THE CONSEQUENCES OF POWER AND HEATING FAILURE DURING SUB-ZERO MONTHS CAN BE 
REDUCED IN TWO WAYS. THE HOMEOWNER CAN PROTECT HIS HOME AGAINST FROST DAM- 
AGE BEFORE LEAVING IT FOR A WARMER LOCATION, OR HE CAN TAKE PRECAUTIONS BY 
HAVING AN EMERGENCY STANDBY HEATING SYSTEM WHICH WILL PERMIT CONTINUED OCCU- 


PANCY THROUGH THE EMERGENCY. 


ADVANCE PRECAUTIONS... 


POWER FAILURE... 


If there is a fireplace, keep a good supply of coal and firewood 
on hand. 


Install a standby stove or heater which does not require 
electricity and, if possible, connect it to an unused flue. 


If the standby heating unit will use the normal house oil or 
gas supply, have it connected with shut-off valves, by a 
competent serviceman from the fuel supplier. 


Use only fuel-burning heaters which meet Underwriters’ 
Laboratories of Canada, Canadian Standards Association, or 
Canadian Gas Association requirements. 


Have a gallon or two of antifreeze available to protect plumbing 
fixtures from freezing. 


Have flashlights, lanterns, candles and matches or other 
emergency lighting devices stored in one handy place. 


Check with local supply authority before arranging for instal- 
lation of emergency generators for furnaces, appliances or 
lighting. 


Many broadcast stations can operate using emergency power. 
Have a battery-operated radio to keep you informed. 
Information Canada, Ottawa, 1972 Cat. No.: D82-1872 


NOTIFY YOUR LOCAL ELECTRIC SUPPLY AUTHORITY. 
DON’T PANIC. REMEMBER THAT EVEN IN VERY COLD WEATHER, A 


HOUSE WITH DOORS AND WINDOWS CLOSED WiLL NOT BECOME UNEN- 
DURABLE FOR SEVERAL HOURS. 


IF YOU HAVE A STANDBY HEATING UNIT, LIGHT IT BEFORE THE HOUSE 


GETS TOO COLD. IF THE UNIT MUST BE VENTED TO THE SAME CHIMNEY 
FLUE AS THE FURNACE, SWITCH THE FURNACE OFF BEFORE DISCONNECT- 
ING THE FURNACE FLUE. 


A HOUSE CAN BE DAMAGED BY LOW TEMPERATURES, BUT THE MAJOR 


THREAT IS TO THE PLUMBING SYSTEM. IF THE STANDBY HEATING SYSTEM 
IS USED, CHECK TO SEE THAT NO PART OF THE PLUMBING SYSTEM CAN 
EREEZE. 


IF ALL OR PART OF THE HOUSE MUST BE ABANDONED, PROTECT IT 


BY THE FOLLOWING PRECAUTIONS: 


TURN OFF THE MAIN ELECTRIC SWITCH IF THE HOUSE IS TO BE TEM- 
PORARILY VACATED. 


TURN OFF THE WATER MAIN WHERE IT ENTERS THE HOUSE. PROTECT 
THE VALVE, INLET PIPE, AND METER OR PUMP WITH BLANKETS OR IN- 
SULATING MATERIAL. 


OPEN ALL WATER VALVES IN THE HOUSE, INCLUDING THE DRAIN ON 
THE WATER HEATER, AND FLUSH TOILETS SEVERAL TIMES. 

POUR ANTIFREEZE (TURPENTINE IN A PINCH) INTO TOILET BOWLS AND 
SINK TRAPS. 

CHECK OPERATING MANUAL FOR DISHWASHER, WASHING MACHINES, 
ETC., FOR DRAINING OR FROST PROTECTION INSTRUCTIONS. 


HORIZONTAL WATER SUPPLY LINES WHICH MIGHT NOT DRAIN WHEN 
VALVES ARE OPEN SHOULD BE BLOWN OUT WITH A TIRE PUMP. 


LISTEN TO A BATTERY-OPERATED OR CAR RADIO FOR MORE DETAILED 
LOCAL ADVICE AND INSTRUCTIONS. IF YOUR BROADCAST STATION IS 
OFF THE AIR, TRY TUNING TO OTHERS IN YOUR AREA. 


POWER RETURNS 


SWITCH ON MAIN ELECTRIC SWITCH. 


REPLACE THE FURNACE FLUE (IF REMOVED) AND TURN 
OFF THE FUEL TO THE STANDBY HEATING UNIT. 


TURN ON THE WATER SUPPLY. CLOSE LOWEST VALVES 
FIRST AND ALLOW AIR TO ESCAPE FROM UPPER TAPS. 


MAKE SURE THAT THE HOT WATER HEATER IS COM- 
PLETELY VENTED BEFORE TURNING ON POWER. 


FLUSH TOILETS REPEATEDLY TO DISPOSE OF ANTIFREEZE, 
AND FLUSH EACH SINK AND FLOOR TRAP. 


RINSE OUT DISHWASHER AND WASHING MACHINE IF 
NECESSARY. 


WARM HOUSE SLIGHTLY ABOVE NORMAL TEMPERATURE 
FOR A FEW HOURS TO ALLOW IT TO DRY THOROUGHLY. 


IF THE POWER FAILURE HAS BEEN LENGTHY, CHECK FOOD 
SUPPLIES IN REFRIGERATORS, FREEZERS AND CUPBOARDS 
FOR SIGNS OF SPOILAGE. IF A FREEZER DOOR HAS BEEN 
KEPT CLOSED, FOOD SHOULD STAY FROZEN 24 TO 48 
HOURS. 


ADVICE ON EMERGENCY SUPPLIES, FIREFIGHTING, FIRS1 
ally AID, AND EMERGENCY SANITATION IS CONTAINED IN 
Set ek) THE BOOKLET: “11 STEPS TO SURVIVAL”. 


KEEP THIS LEAFLET IN THE BACK COVER ENVELOPE 


OF THE BOOKLET: ‘’11 STEPS TO SURVIVAL’’. OBTAIN 
A COPY FROM YOUR PROVINCIAL EMERGENCY MEAS- 
URES/CIVIL DEFENCE ORGANIZATION OR WRITE TO:| 
PUBLICATIONS, P.O. BOX 10,000 IN YOUR PROVINCIAL 
CAPITAL. KEEP ‘11 STEPS’’ IN A HANDY PLACE. IT 
CONTAINS USEFUL INFORMATION FOR PEACETIME OR 


WAR EMERGENCIES. 


